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Earliest Drawn Images
• Earliest images found in Africa 200,000 years 

ago
• Cave paintings most impressive pre-historic 

images
• Sumerian pictographs are dated around 3000 

BCE
• Code of Hammurabi dated 1800 BCE
• Egyptian pictographs evolve into 

hieroglyphics around 3100 BCE
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Evolutionary Steps of Western 
Alphabets

• Cretan
• Phoenician
• Early Greek
• Classical Greek
• Latin
• Modern English
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Printing Comes to Europe

• Mid 1400s Gutenberg perfects 
typographic printing

• This invention revolutionizes societies
• There is enormous dissemination of 

scientific and religious knowledge and 
ideas

• Drawing techniques mature rapidly 
across Europe
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Albrecht Dürer

• Shows dignity and respect to Nature in 
his naturalistic drawings

• Becomes a graphics printing master
• Becomes wealthy from his prints not his 

paintings
• His artistic works are copied and 

shipped across Europe
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Renaissance Art & Drawing
• Florence becomes the artistic center of the 

Renaissance 
• Science and art merge
• Several artistic geniuses move art in new 

directions
• Florence is influenced by Roman and 

Hellenistic Empires, Italian artists, Northern 
Late Gothic artists, Albrecht Dürer as well as 
Byzantine iconography painters
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French Baroque and Rococo

• King Louis IX sets a standard for a new, 
highly ornamental style in furniture, 
fashion, architecture, painting and 
sculpture

• Playful, decadent, erotic and luxurious
• Drawings are detailed with complex 

interior scenes and narratives



8-06

Excerpted from Meggs� History of Graphic Design, Fourth Edition. Copyright 2005, All rights reserved.  Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



8-15

Excerpted from Meggs� History of Graphic Design, Fourth Edition. Copyright 2005, All rights reserved.  Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



8-22B

Excerpted from Meggs� History of Graphic Design, Fourth Edition. Copyright 2005, All rights reserved.  Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



8-23

Excerpted from Meggs� History of Graphic Design, Fourth Edition. Copyright 2005, All rights reserved.  Published by John Wiley & Sons, Inc.



Industrial Revolution

• Photography emerges in the mid-1800s
• Will drawing and painting be eclipsed?
• Victorian era mass-produced objects 

and printing are generally of low quality
• Lower quality of life, war and disease 

plague Europe and America
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The Arts & Crafts Movement

• In the late 1880s, William Morris looks 
back to the Gothic era for inspiration

• A rejection of Victorian era mass-
production

• Emphasis on quality
• Art and craftsmanship merge
• Emphasis on Nature and Medieval 

spirituality
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Art Nouveau 
1890-1910

• Influenced by Japanese ukiyo-e “pictures of 
the floating world”

• Oscar Wilde’s Solomé  - erotic and sensual 
drawings of Aubrey Beardsley

• Mucha’s women: erotic, sensuous, yet 
maidenlike, they express no age, nationality 
or historical period

• Popular subjects include women, vines, 
peacock feathers, exotic patterning
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The Glasgow School and The 
Vienna Secession

1895-1900

• Counterpoints to Art Nouveau
• Scottish artists form the Glasgow School 

creating similar but highly stylized work 
• Vienna Secession is an Austrian 

revolutionary movement against the Viennese 
Artist’s Association

• Vienna Secession absorbed Art Nouveau 
style 
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The End


